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Metical Supply Procedure 


i. Reference is mede to your memorandum df-14 Oeteher: 
1948, which raised certain auestions in regard ‘to the > 
handling ang control of nareoties and allied dtugs,. Since 
some o* the specific questions require alternative assunp- 
tions, we helieve 2 more comprehensible renly dan be piven 
through & reneral explanation than ‘through isolatec answers. 


20 Generally, daternational narcotics. control is 

effected throurh protocol which requires "menbar"™ nations 

to egptimate their annual supply and domand and jadhere to 
such limits, Thus, even licensed deport or export is . 
restricted to e quote. Within the mountries thenselves, 

the degree of control varies with local inelination. The 
United Stetes has several regulatory federal sthetutes, 
not e111 of which require our attention (e.g, there is no 
need to consider Marl juana control), They eseh serve 
their exbit end are complimertery dn funetion. ! Fiyst, is 

the Verrison Nersoties Act which is designed tea: control 
traffichine, transportation 2nd possession within the 
United <tetes and its insular pessessions. It lPequires 
reristretion and the payment cf a tux, end it ij ostensibly 
atex meerire cltheugh the penalties are enforced by the 
Burenn cof Mereetics, Under this Art, Covernmen|t officials — 
are exempt when performing any of the business (indicated . 
in the Act within the course of their official duties, 

ubleet te proof of their entitlement to this elemntion. 
The Rerestie Crug Import end Exportract regulates just what 
its titie indicates, Certain conditional exemptions con- __ 
tained in the darrison Act are not tont@ined in the Importe. © 
Export Act, nor are Governnent officials exenpt, It can | 
be notec that drars, not initially {meluded, can be brought 
within the scone of both Acts by Prasidential Proclamation. 
in general, the export of narcotics is unlawful unitess the 
place of entry is 3 country sarty td the International 

Ondun Convention of 1912, end then.qmly if the dountry (1) 
controls imports, (2) the narcotic Js assigned qo an author- 
imead licensee, (3) 4t is for medical, sand legitizate uses, 

(4) it rill not he re-exported, and (5) a shortage. and. 
demar3j for the narcotic exists, Smdking oplam is uneon- 
Gitionally prohibited in 211 events, Insofar as the | 
mecuunics of obtaining a license ard concerned, application 
is filed with the Commissioner of Maxcotics, supported by 
the necessary information and an import license or permit 
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from the country of entry. Records choald be yetained 
by the exporter, identifying the foreign consignee. 
An additional statutory provision (which is mob pert of - -- |. 


the Import-Pxport ict) controls the posiession of narcotics 


+ 


on board a United States vessel on.a forelen-voyage. 


2, Within the United States jand its ineulay posses- 
sions, the Food end Drug sdministration and the Bureau 
of Kareotics act in coniunction. The former regulates 
the admission of alll drugs (whether or-oot narcoties)-—---..--. --- 
inte interstate cemeerce and somé control en their handl- 
inrsy the letter makes a determination on the nareotic 
proverties of e drag. In this respect, the Food end Drug. 
Adninistration destinenishes betvden “habit-forming®™ i 
arigs procuring only a rsyechice dependence and “addictive” 
deuss esucing both pavehte and phystological dependence. 
Bartiteretes, for irst-nee, nre in the twilight zone of 
eentrel and sre not sibfect to federal narcotic regulation. 
Sone states tay exercise control aver the digpensation of 
this trpe of @rur Pat the Pood and Drug Administration 
reriiper onty thet the package be avneropristely marked 


Wee be hebttefarting,* 


a. Tn view of the genersl intent of the Btatutes | 
eontrelting heth the demeestte ag welt as tha international 
ane oT narecotios, it seens cofent that an authorized usd 
by . Severnmentel of *istel - clearly in the performance | 
of }te duty « ean be dustified ewan in the faca of a 
teotrteal wiostation of a United Stetes statute. The 
pelitivs ensnninicr ef enforcing a federal srohibstion 
showlt certainiv he halanced agalnot the desideratam of 
aecorplishing ean end vhien is ecialiy in the interest of) 


ae eh RE. 
the Crvernment. it in therefore dug@ested that adequate: 
gnetitiention fer the issuance of .any narcotics be abe = 
trinet and retained on record whenever the dispensation ~-: 
of nareoties is required, Adeqiate proof that the ©. 
narectiea was isened by the Hedieal Offierr in aceordanse — 
with an operational order woul? appear te insulate the — | 
Medien) Officer agsinst vrosecution. As 2 practical 7 
matter, it 18 understood that ths only nareotic derivative 
which is @ignenset at the present time is peregoric. This 
tg iesied in senll personal cisntities anc is comiitionally 
exempt under the Harrison Act, There is, therefore, no | 
potentin} liability provided it is for medical or legiti- | 
mate prrposas. Barbiturates, es explained ateve, are 
eet subiect to federal control at the present tine, snd. 
finally 4t is understced that drags used in support of - 
operations have not been nercotic in nature. >. 
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5S. This office will be glad to advise you regarding - 
any specific situation that may oceur, tmtyim the sean 5 
tise, it iw hoped that the above discussion provides at 
Jeast e& penera). background for action. | re ae 
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